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Mr#  Glm limn  &  Member*  of  the 
Rural  Pis  trie  t  Council* 


This  abbreviated  form  of  Annual  oj)orfc  is 
In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2773,  dated  10th. 

March,  1943. 

All  record*  are  kept,  however,  so  that  a 
comprehensive  report  of  the  war  years  will  be 
available  when  hostilities  cease.  Hi©  subjects 
commented  upon,  and  the  order  In  which  they  appear, 
ar©  suggested  by  Circular  10 /44  from  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  dated  15th*  February,  1944. 


GENERAL  HEALTH. 


LIBRARY 


i 


The  health  of  the  district  has  been  maintained. 
There  is  no  evidence  that  rationing  of  food  has  lad 
any  ill  effect  on  nutrition.  A  possible  bone! it 
from  rationing  has  been  the  wide r  choice  of  foods 
that  everyone  has  boon  compelled  to  seek*  "'ow 
tastes  must  have  boon  acquired  by  many.  In  the  case 
of  evacuee  children  from  London,  it  is  thought  that 
they  have  boon  taught  to  appreciate  fresh  ve<  ©table 
foods  with  beneficial  results  to  ihc-s elves • 


CLSANLIEESS. 


School  children  are  under  constant  supervision 
and  Inspection  by  Health  Visitors  and  School  curses. 
Every  child  is  examined,  and  In  the  case  of  those 
children  who  ere  habitually  dirty,  or  who  show 
evidence  of  neglect,  the  houses  are  vis. 1  tod  and  he 
parents  encouraged  to  make  improvements*  Habitually 
neglectful  parents  are  referred  to  the  Inspector  of 
N*S#P#C.C*,  and  a  visit  from  him  will  often  have  the 
desired  effect* 

Children  whose  heads  are  infested  with  lice,  or 
on  whose  hair  even  a  solitary  nit  Is  "ound,  axe 
treated  at  once  by  the  School  Nurse  or  Health  Visitor 
who  carries  Le thane  11  or  Emulsion  of  lensyl 
Benzoate  for  that  purpose* 
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or^AKLIhlSSS .  (Oonfcd) 


Son©  children  from  nearby  villages  are  oont 
to  the  Clinic  at  Exraoufch*  whore  a  nurse  attends 

twice  weekly  to  treat  such  oases. 

TUBS ftJULOSIS  &  Third  TEAL  DISEASES . 


The  service  for  combating  those  discs 
admins  teied  by  the  County  Authorities. 
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DIPHTHE  H1A  IMMUNISATION 


Irmaunlaatlon  has  boon  continued  througliout  the 
year.  It  la  undertaken  for  the  most  part  by  the 
private  practitioners  who  receive  a  fee  of  5/-  per 
head  for  a  completed  lmiriunlaation  of  two  doses  with 
A.P.T.  To  assist  In  maintaining  as  large  a 
percentage  as  possible,  of  immunised  ohlldron,  two 
monthly  clinics  wore  opened,  one  in  Tops  hum  and 
the  other  In  Alphlngton.  The  response  has  boon 
satisfactory*  It  is  hoped  to  open  similar  facilities 
in  other  villages  In  the  near  future* 


The  following  are  the  figures  for  1943. 


Aged  under  Over  $  years 

5  years. _ &  under  15  yrs. 

Number  of  chlldz^en  who 
completed  the  full 

course  of  immunisation.  04  30 


In  addition  2  Evacuees  under  5  years. 

4  Evacuees  over  5  years  and  under 
15  years. 


TOTAL.  120. 
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nils  service  la  conducted  by  the  County 
Authorities  and  fortnightly  clinics  are  held  at 
Tops  hair.  and.  Alphlngton*  The  attendance  is 
good  at  each  centre,  and  the  results  of  supervision 

and  advice  are  all  that  con  bo  desired* 

BA  as  a  ?iVtvu£.  '  * 

3t#  Iftoiaas  aural  District  contains  45  garlshee* 
or  these  3  arc  partly  supplied  with  wufcer  from 
Exeter  City;  7  receive  thalr  water  .  i or;:  boreholes; 
and  35  aie  supplied  from  nel  hbourlng  spring*  or 
walla*  All  the  water  supplied  by  min  is  chlorinated* 

Except  Tor  those  parishes  supplied  free  Exeter 
and  the  low  others  supplied  frets  boreholes*  the 

amount  available  for  the  different  parishes  la  in- 
adequate  and  especially  during  drought*  o.,.on  ;:mny  wells 
run  dry  and  water  has  to  bo  car  tod  from  a  distance* 

The  quality  too  la  not  satisfactory  In  most  oases  and 
Instructions  are  issued  at  tines*  when  the  bacterio¬ 
logists  report  shows  truss  eon  tarsias  t  Ion  *  that  all 
drinking  water  should  bo  belle.  •  As  19  of  the 
parishes  have  no  public  severs  and.  dispose  of  their 
refuse  into  cesspits*  and  too  remaining  aria  es  are 
only  partly  served  by  publlo  sowars*  there  is 
unlimited  opportunity  for  contamination  of  the  various 
well  supplies* 

At  acme  time  in  tho  fa  tux  e*  a  few  of  the  parishes 
in  the  north  woe  tom  pox* t Ion  of  the  Haz  el  MstHcfc 
will  be  included  in  the  north  Devon  water  scheme  and 
will  receive  a  piped  supply*  Ifce  lax  set  portion  of 
the  rural  area,  however,  requires  that  safe  and  abundant 
supplies  bo  znaoe  available  to  either  Individual  parishes 
ox'  to  gi*oups  of  par  Ishes* 


Z!.TK.;:i<  95  rihUlbll* 

rbo  incidence  of  infectious  disease*  las*  with 
t.oao  ax  captions,  retained  fairly  constant* 
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5  oiiooo  of  typhoid  wore  reported  in 
10-13  against  45  In  0948.  The  InoWonoe  of  J***-°» 
ahowod  a  nraat  Inoroaee*  00  Q &mn  occui.  c-  »n 
1943  against  6  In  1948,  but  soarlot  fever  encwn  a 
alight  decline,  33  oases  occurring  in  lw«  e&e..ns- 
43  in  1342. 


3AITI  E>\  T  TK'jr-tCl'IOK  ■'!'  0.1— -in 


boa  boon  conducted  under  difficulties  oui* 

*0  « -ku  t&re  of  afc&ff  and  bo  «utra  ®ork  t:uv)wn  on 
a*  visit*  end  Inspections  wre  carried 

mib  durlrv;  tiio  "-roar*  'iSao  groat®# fc  elfort  ,t  , 
devoted  to  sdlk  and  met  distribution.  rucaiated 
details  of  tlio  work  don©  i»  available  ^ 

publi®iw>d  after  th©  mu*1* 


7 our  ob©  dl  ant  5©  x  vant  * 


Modl-ool  Officer  of  rioulfcb* 


Slat. 


October*  134 1* 
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